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Wednesday December 9, 2020
Today was pretty uneventful since we switched to remote learning after thanksgiving break. I
used to have lecture from 8 A.M. until 9:40 A.M., but now we just have to get online anytime
before 8 P.M. to look at the slides for that day. I worked from 10:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. at the
daycare in my hometown where we have thankfully still been able to stay open at. We have only
had one scare with COVID and had secondary exposure since a students grandma tested
positive and the student gets babysat by her on Tuesdays and Thursdays, but thankfully that
student tested negative so we didn’t actually have direct exposure. Still we decided to close for
two weeks as a precaution to be safe. Due to that my family got tested since my mom wasn’t
feeling well and at this point it’s hard to tell if we are sick with a cold or suffering from allergies or
if it’s COVID since the symptoms are similar. We just got my dad’s test results in the mail today
which thankfully were negative and my mom had gotten a call last week that she was negative. I
also got tested for the second time and this year and tested negative as well. I have had friends
and family who have gotten COVID and it does not sound fun, so my family and I take lots of
precautions. Other than that, nothing eventful occurred today, I went to the gym in my
hometown where no one wears masks because apparently the rules don’t apply here. It’s very
upsetting to see, but not much I can do about it. The gym doesn’t require masks, they just
encourage cleaning equipment and washing hands so I go at times when no one is there so I
don’t have to be around people in a small area. I also am including a picture of all my masks to
show how it’s the new fashion trend! Not really, but might as well stock up and have different
colors for different outfits!
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Thursday December 10, 2020
Today is my relaxed day where I get to catch up on stuff I need to do! I don’t work Tuesdays nor
Thursdays since we reduced our hours to just Monday, Wednesday, Friday at the daycare to
deep clean on the closed days and reduce exposure to COVID. Normally these are my long
days with classes because I’m supposed to have lectures from 8 A.M. until 2:40 P.M., but like I
mentioned we are just remote learning now. I don’t have any more lectures this week since our
professors are just giving us the days to work on our final projects or go over notes on our own
so I get leeway on when to do that. I remembered to take a picture of the time I woke up at, kind

of late I know but I like to sleep in. I decided to make some breakfast and head to the gym since
everyone is working at this time so I get the gym to myself and it’s amazing! Today was actually
very warm for it being December, it was in the 60s which is not normal! I didn’t even need a
winter jacket and even the hoodie was a little toasty for me. I have attached a picture to show
how it is normal now for people to have multiple masks in the car just in case we forget to bring
one from home or just keep them there so we always have it. I have had multiple instances
where I am on my way somewhere or have arrived somewhere and realized I forgot my mask
and it’s the worst! I of course have to make sure I remember to take them out and wash so they
aren’t dirty because they are also nice to have in case someone I’m with forgets theirs. I
typically wear my masks for 3 days straight and then wash them. I’m not sure what the standard
procedure is for changing them. A lot of people have been complaining about the cloth masks
giving them maskne (mask acne) and have invested in silk masks, but I haven’t had any issues.
This is why I was ph mine every week to hopefully prevent the maskne. I did homework tonight
at the kitchen table which has now become my workplace because I didn’t realize I was going to
need a desk/designated work area this year. Also I forgot to mention that I invested in a
multivitamin to take every morning to help my body stay strong and hopefully prevent me from
getting COVID.
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Friday December 11, 2020
It is Friday! Friday’s were much different than they should have been this semester. I am in my
core 2 classes for education so I was scheduled to have my practicum classes this semester at
an elementary school which is just getting in person practice with students and teaching some
lessons. I went shopping for clothes and shoes that are more professional and then we found
out we weren’t going to be able to do practicum. Unfortunately schools were either remote
learning only or the schools still in person had overwhelmed teachers that couldn’t handle taking
on practicum students. Due to this, I had Fridays free of classes and just have to work on these
days. Today is another warm day which is great because I am not a fan of the cold weather and
am soaking up the warmth while I can! After work I am meeting up with some friends to
celebrate their engagement that just happened a couple weeks ago! In Illinois, we are restoring
Illinois to go back to normality in phases. The area I live in which is central Illinois got moved
back to phase three which means no indoor dining, only outdoor. With winter being upon us,
outdoor dining is not reasonable. Due to this a lot of restaurants in Douglas and Coles county
are refusing to shut down despite the governor's orders. If you head north to Champaign, you
will see a big difference in which all restaurants are closed and only are carrying out. There are
some restaurants in downtown champaign that are still remaining open through little igloo and
greenhouse type of structures outside that are heated to allow their businesses to remain open.
Down in Douglas and Coles county however, restaurants are like normal and mostly all still
open. My friends and I are going to a Mexican restaurant tonight that is still open in Mattoon,
Illinois. Workers are wearing masks, but the majority of people entering these restaurants do not
wear masks.
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Saturday December 12, 2020
Today has been an eventful day so I did not have time to take many pictures. I definitely slept in
too much today because I was tired from the week. Today I spent the afternoon Christmas
shopping online. Thankfully stores are still open as long as masks are worn, but I still tried to do
as much of the shopping online to avoid having to touch stuff at stores. The workers have been
good about disinfecting carts and keypads for payment, but as for the items that get touched in
the store it’s impossible to get all those cleaned. I always carry hand sanitizer with me but my
hands are getting so dry. I got all my Christmas shopping done and then it was time to go to my
aunt’s house for an early Christmas dinner. Right now in the phase we are in I think it is advised
to have no more than 15 people at gatherings, but in reality they don’t really want people to get
together for the holidays. The state has advised everyone to only get together with members of
your household, but they can’t mandate that. At my aunt's house we did not wear masks but
they had COVID about a month ago so it was okay. Right now it has been shown that after
getting COVID, you have a three month period that you are susceptible to it. It was a nice
evening, but now it’s time to get these projects and studying done for finals week starting
tomorrow!
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Sunday December 13, 2020
Today was focused around getting my studying done for my reading class final tomorrow
morning. I didn’t have anywhere to go study at since the library and coffee shop is closed in
town so I will have to study at home. I work at a small daycare and we get our groceries from
Walmart and I have been doing the pickup option to avoid the Walmart crowds. It is very
convenient because you just order the groceries online and pick a date and time slot to pick
them up at. I chose to pick them up today between 10 A.M. and 11 A.M. I was going to get
Starbucks after going to Walmart, but the line was crazy long since people aren’t allowed to go
inside. I chose to go home and make my own coffee instead. Once I got home I studied from
about 2 P.M. until about 1 A.M. with breaks in between. I went to Dollar General for some stress
eating snacks in between those times and wanted to show a picture of signs found outside of
stores right now reminding people to wear masks. Even though these signs are up, people still
choose to ignore them and not wear their masks. My family decided to have a dance party in the
kitchen while my dad was cooking so that also was a factor that played into why I stayed up until
1 studying. I wish the library or coffee shop had been open earlier in the day to have been able
to focus better. Tomorrow morning I will be up bright and early ready to take my exam.
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Monday December 14th, 2020
I took my exam bright and early today and got a 98% on it so the late night was worth it! I then
headed to work since it is Wednesday and had a great day with the kids. I decided to get in the
Christmas spirit by wearing my Christmas sweater. It definitely does not feel like Christmas is
next week already! I miss going to the mall and other stores and hearing the Christmas music
playing while shopping and seeing the fake snow fall from the ceiling inside the Champaign
Mall. I know the stores aren’t closed so I can still go and do this, but it isn’t the same. This
Christmas season just has a dark cloud over it because there are so many families missing a
loved one this season or healthcare workers not getting a break or even getting to see their
family to avoid giving them the virus. I wish times were different, but it is what it is and I am just
staying hopeful that the new vaccine will help us get back to normality. People are predicting
this to still be a thing all of next year and for the most part it feels like the new normal but I miss
being able to be around people and not worry about the virus. I am tired of seeing healthcare
workers tired from the stress of their job. The vaccine was administered to the first healthcare
worker today so most people are curious to see how the vaccine will play out. The votes are
pretty split on people wanting to get the vaccine and those who don’t want it. People, like
myself, are worried about the long term effects since it was developed so quickly. As of now
healthcare workers and residents at long term living facilities are going to be the first to get the
vaccine. Anyway, tonight I should have done more homework but I chose to go to the gym and
relax afterward so tomorrow will be a busy day of getting stuff done!
P.S. I also included a picture of emails we get from Eastern letting us know about COVID testing
done on campus which is super helpful! They typically send these like once a month.
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Tuesday December 15th, 2020
I woke up a little later than I had planned today, idk what it is about the cold weather but it
always messes with my sleep schedule. Also not having in person classes anymore makes it
harder to wake up early to make the most of my day. The first thing on my agenda was to go to
the bank to make my car payment. When I got there, I didn’t realize they had closed the lobby to

the bank in Arthur. I was surprised by this because they have been a town that hasn’t really
enforced the guidelines along with the rest of the towns in Douglas county and Coles county. It
is definitely back to being cold so I think last week was the last of the warm weather for a while.
Once I got home I decided to take some pictures with my dog because she is the cutest. In
reality I was just avoiding doing homework. I finally got around to making my puppet for my final
project in my art class. I was supposed to start on my presentation for my education class, but I
decided to go with my mom to some stores in Mattoon to help her finish her Christmas
shopping. By the time I came home I went to the gym, ate dinner, showered, and am now
winding down getting ready for bed. I will get up early tomorrow before work to do my
presentation. I am so ready for Christmas break!
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Wednesday December 16th, 2020
This is my last writing prompt because it has now been a week! I feel like my week was pretty
uneventful, but that’s what 2020 has come down to. My friends and I did decide last minute, like
yesterday, to take a spontaneous trip to Tampa for New Years. We traveled to Arizona in
August and everything airport wise felt very safe. We of course are going to take lots of
precautions but we just want some warm weather and relaxation to bring in the new year after
this crazy year. I am currently at work and it snowed today! I was not expecting it at all when I
came out of the house this morning. The kids at the daycare had a blast playing in the snow
earlier. It just goes to show how wild Illinois weather is because literally a week ago it was in the
60s and now we have snow! Today I plan on finishing up my presentation, going to my
boyfriends for his mom’s birthday, and then starting on my math exam. I am worried about that
one because I am not the best at math but it’s due tomorrow so I am ready to get it out of the
way! Christmas break here I come! For my boyfriend's mom’s birthday it is just going to be his
family and myself since they are very strict with their precautions due to COVID. My boyfriend
has been working at Sarah Bush Lincoln Hospital in Mattoon in the emergency department for a
month now and the emergency room has been full at capacity the past couple times he has
worked. I know we were expected to get that second wave so I believe we are experiencing it. It
is also sad because there are people going to the emergency room for other reasons like a
heart attack and not getting the care they need in time because the E.R. is booked

.
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